
May 2, 2020
6:30 pm

Martha-Ellen Tye Recital Hall

Joshua Grant
percussion

Tasha Becker
Marimba

Department of music & theatre

taught high school and middle school instrumental music. Today he 
writes music for advertising, video games, film, and live performance. 
Jacobs earned bachelor’s degrees in percussion performance and music 
education from Missouri State University. 

Mourning Dove Sonnet (1983)       Christopher Deane
             (b. 1957)

Mourning Dove Sonnet is Deane’s second published composition and
his first for solo concert vibraphone. In this work, Deane requires a 
performer to employ standard performance techniques as well as 
progressive procedures such as bowing of the bars with bass bows, 
producing harmonics of certain notes, and bending the pitches of bars. 
The techniques implemented in this piece are unique to the vibraphone. 
It is, in its essence, a wordless art song for vibraphone. This piece 
contains a literal transcription of a mourning dove song. 

Christopher Deane is assistant professor in percussion at the University 
of North Texas. Prior to his appointment with UNT, he was the 
principal timpanist of the Greensboro Symphony for nine years and a 
regular performer as both percussionist and timpanist with the North 
Carolina Symphony for ten years. 

Variations after Viñao (2007)                      Gene Koshinski
              (b. 1980)

Scored for two-mallet marimba, Variations (after Viñao) was 
commissioned by Tim Broscious and was inspired by Alejandro Viñao's 
landmark marimba solo, Khan Variations. This piece is structured as a 
set of variations on an eight bar theme, each variation focusing on a 
variety of different musical elements. While none of the musical 
material was derived from Viñao's work, the compositional techniques 
employed were inspired by those seen in Khan Variations.

Koshinski holds degrees from West Chester University and The Hartt 
School. He is sponsored by Pearl/Adams Instruments, Sabian 
Cymbals, Remo, and Innovative Percussion and his works are published 
by Bachovich, Tapspace and C. Alan Publications. 

This recital is giving in partial fulfillment of a 
Bachelor of Music Degree in Music Education.

Joshua Grant is a student of Professor Jonathan Sharp



Into the Air (2010)         Ivan Trevino
         (b. 1983)

Tasha Becker, marimba

Into the Air is a marimba duet dedicated to Michael Burritt. From the 
composer, "I had the pleasure of studying percussion with Michael for 
two years at Eastman, and learned so much from him about life, music, 
hard work, and dedication. He is truly a devoted teacher who goes out 
of his way to ensure his students are in a good place, both musically and 
otherwise. Into the Air attempts to capture Michael's energy and 
enthusiasm, and features elements of rock and tonal minimalism."

Ivan Trevino is a Mexican-American composer and percussionist who 
has become a recognizable and influential voice in the percussion 
community. He is a multi-award winning recipient of the Percussive Arts 
Society’s International Composition contest and has composed over 30 
works for percussion. He’s a rock drummer at heart, and he brings that 
spirit into other avenues of his life, such as classical percussion and 
composing. He has designed and taught courses at Eastman School of 
Music and was most recently a faculty member at Baylor University’s 
School of Music.

- Intermission -

Alter Ego (2014)               Pat Jacobs
         (b. 1982)

Alter Ego, 1st place winner of the Percussive Arts Society 40th Annual 
Composition Contest, is a unique take on performing with an audio 
recording. The audio soundscape itself consists purely of recorded 
sounds from an actual snare drum. No synthesizers, sound effects, or 
other instruments – snare drum only. Sounds include scraping and 
shaking snare wires, striking the detached rim, dropping a snare down 
the stairs, and singing into the head. These sounds are stretched, warped, 
distorted, de-tuned, and mangled to create a fresh and energetic 
soundscape. One could think of the soundscape as a distorted reflection 
of the soloist – and evil twin perhaps. This alter ego echoes, mocks, and 
often battles with the soloist throughout the composition. This 
conflicting interplay between the soloist and soundscape makes for an 
immersive and high energy performance.

Pat Jacobs is a self-taught composer with a lifelong passion for music of 
all genres. Before becoming a full time freelance music composer he 

Program & Notes

Dance of the Knights (1935/2008)            Sergei Prokofiev
    (1891 – 1953)
From Romeo et Juliette, OP. 64 (Ballet) arr. Eric Sammut (b. 1968)

“At the end of 1934 Prokofiev received a commission from the Kirov 
Theater to compose a ballet in the Russian tradition. Excited by this 
project, Prokofiev finished Romeo and Juliet in six months. Sammut chose 
two contrasting excerpts from the ballet. "Aubade", meaning in the spirit 
of a serenade, is scored for mandolins and the orchestra playing in a very 
high tessitura. In Dance of the Knights, Prokofiev presents an inventive 
melody in contrasting orchestral textures characterized by both power 
and tenderness.”    – Notes from Eric Sammut

Eric Sammut began his musical education by studying piano, and later 
attended percussion classes with Michel Ventula at the National Regional 
Conservatory (NRC) in Toulouse. In 1989, the same year that he received 
a unanimous First Prize as student of Francois Dupin and Georges Van 
Gucht, Eric became principal percussionist with the Orchestre de l’Opera 
National de Lyon. In 1995, after receiving the First International 
Marimba Prize of the Leigh Stevens Competition in New Jersey, he 
undertook a recital tour and gave masterclasses in the United States, 
Europe and Asia.

Machina No. 2 (2019)   Caleb Pickering
         (b. 1990)

Machina No. 2 is a multi-percussion solo written for snare drum, kick 
drum, and five tuned pipes. The score is considered a roadmap that 
mixes traditional notation with performer improvisation. This piece was 
commissioned by Dr. James Doyle at Adams State University.

Caleb Pickering is a percussionist, composer, and educator. He is a 
frequently requested guest artist and clinician, and his works are 
regularly performed internationally. Caleb is a doctoral student of 
percussionist Casey Cangelosi at James Madison University, and 
previously received his MM in Music Performance from 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and his B.S in Music Education from 
Texas A&M University-Commerce.


