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from the Chair

I am pleased to present to you the fall
2015 edition of The Score. This is our
“year in review” for the music area of the
Department of Music and Theatre. The
stories and pictures contained in this
publication capture highlights, events,
activities, and accomplishments from our
esteemed faculty, talented students, special
friends and illustrious alumni.
It is hard to believe that I am entering my
11th year as department chair and 17th year
as director of bands. There have certainly
been many changes in our department
during this time, and although change is
constant, it can also revitalize. I am so proud
of our robust program and the dynamic
students, faculty and staff that bring so much
to our department.
A number of new faces have joined our
department over the past year, including
two tenure-track positions — Christina Svec
in Music Education and Jonathan Sharp in
Percussion. Both of these individuals are
bright, young, dedicated, and very talented.
We look forward to having them join our
faculty team, and you can learn more about
them on page 18.
We have recently received word from
the National Association of Schools of
Music, our accreditation association, that
our membership has been renewed until
2023. We invested a considerable amount
of time and energy in creating reports
for this organization, and we are a better
department for doing so. This accreditation
allowed us to evaluate our work and have an
independent judgment by peers that ensures
we are meeting our educational objectives,
association standards, and simply being the
best that we can be.
The cover photo was shot by my wife,
Mary Beth, while the ISU Wind Ensemble
was performing in Rome on May 20 at the
Teatro di Marcello — the Marcellus Theatre.

For a complete listing
of this year’s events,
view the calendar on
music.iastate.edu.
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– Katie Timm

2/21
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The Score is published
once a year for the alumni,
friends, and faculty of
the Department of Music
& Theatre at Iowa State
University, an academic
department in the College of
Liberal Arts & Sciences.

As you can tell by this unique photo, this
was an incredibly memorable concert —
performing at a protected archaeological site
that inspired the famous Colosseum! It was
a special venue and a great way to begin our
trip throughout Europe. In this publication
you can read about the travels and successes
of many of our student ensembles, faculty
and alumni.
You can also read about two very special
ladies, both of whom were recognized by
the university this past spring semester for
their enormous and long-term contributions
to Iowa State. Ellen Molleston Walvoord
(page 6) and Deloris Wright (page 14) are
both highly successful professionals who
have made a huge impact on the success of
our program. These extraordinary ladies are
special friends of our department, and we
are indebted to them for their long-time and
very generous support.
I also want to thank our many loyal
alumni and dedicated “Friends of Music”
who have contributed to our department this
year. Many of our successes and programs
would not have been possible without your
generous and steadfast support. Your gifts
continue to have a significant impact on our
offerings as they motivate our faculty, staff,
and students to achieve the highest levels of
musical excellence.
I hope that you enjoy this edition of The
Score, and find yourself newly inspired by
the accomplishments of our faculty and
students.
Please visit us at any time — be it live or
via one of our many concert webcasts — and
share your concerns and suggestions with us.

CHAIR

Michael Golemo
EDITOR

George Work
DESIGNER

Erin Malloy

Please send news about
yourself and your family
for next year’s newsletter to
mgolemo@iastate.edu.

www.music.iastate.edu

With gratitude and all best wishes,
Michael Golemo, Chair
Department of Music & Theatre
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Department Features

IOWA STATE
Singers
With a European tour and a coveted spot to sing at a national
convention, Iowa State’s most select choir celebrated a
year of momentous performances.

EUROPEAN
CONCERT TOUR

T

hirty-nine members of the Iowa
State Singers embarked on a European
performance tour this past May, departing
just after commencement. The itinerary
included Rome, Siena, Florence, Padua,
Venice, Salzburg, and Munich.
Sharing a concert with a local choir in
Padua and performing in a small chapel in
Munich were perhaps the most meaningful
concerts. One other notable performance
venue was St. Mark’s Basilica (Venice), where
the choir sang selections for a morning Mass.
The choir visited a number of museums,
including the Vatican Museum, where they
spent time in the Sistine Chapel observing
Michelangelo’s most lauded ceiling frescoes
painting in the world.
While in Florence they also had the
opportunity to view Michelangelo’s
incredible statue, “David.” The group visited
Germany’s well-known Neuschwanstein
Castle and had moving experiences
singing and walking through the Dachau
concentration camp.
Famous landmarks were visited along
the way. Those included the Colosseum
and Roman Forum, St. Peter’s Basilica, the
catacombs outside of Rome, the Doge’s

Palace in Venice, Mozart’s birth house in
Salzburg, and the main cathedrals of Siena,
Florence, Salzburg, and Munich.
The tour concluded with a group dinner
in Munich’s noted Hofbräuhaus, where the
Singers took the stage to sing ISU madrigal
dinner selections.

Kersten Tipping, Mary Stone,
Harrison Daubitz, Abby Vens, and
Allison Pitz pose after visiting
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

SINGERS PERFORM AT ACDA NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN UTAH

The Iowa State Singers gather in St. Mark’s Basilica
in Venice after singing at a morning Mass.
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On February 26 and 27, the 66-member
Iowa State Singers sang performances at the
National Conference of the American Choral
Directors Association in Salt Lake City, Utah.
The Singers, Iowa State’s most select choir,
performed for over 3,000 choral conductors
in Abravanel Hall, home of the Salt Lake
Symphony, and the Salt Lake Tabernacle,
home of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
The conference registrants came from
throughout the nation and around the world.
The choir members were thrilled to receive
enthusiastic standing ovations at both
venues.
The Singers were one of four collegiate
mixed choirs invited to perform at the
conference. A national panel of esteemed
choral conductors selected the Singers
through a blind audition process last
summer, hearing representative pieces from
the past three years.
“Being asked to perform at the ACDA
National Conference is considered the

pinnacle achievement for an American
choir,” said Dr. James Rodde, ISU’s director
of choral activities.
The choir sang a 30-minute program of
contemporary music featuring two recently
commissioned works, a spiritual by Stacey
Gibbs, and a rhythmic setting of Psalm 33 by
Hungarian composer
Levente Gyöngyösi.
The choir also sang the
American premiere
of a new composition
by popular Latvian
composer Eriks
Esenvalds.
“The Singers
committed to the
repertoire and enjoyed
a very fulfilling
experience. It was a
once-in-a-lifetime
event that we won’t
forget,” Rodde said.

“Being asked to perform at the ACDA
National Conference is considered
the pinnacle achievement for an
American choir.”
—Dr. James Rodde
ISU Director of Choral Activities
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BIG BANG
MUSIC & ASTRONOMY DEPARTMENTS BRING

TO THE PLANETS

M

usic theory and music history joined with stunning visuals
of our solar system as a prelude to the Iowa State Orchestra’s
performance of Holst’s masterpiece The Planets in November 2014.
Music faculty members Julie Sturm and Jacob Harrison, along with
recording engineer Chad Jacobsen, reached across the university
to collaborate with professor Curtis Struck and the astronomy
department in preparing the project.
Under the guidance of Julie Sturm, five music majors — Irina
Marcinkowski, Eliza Smith, Alice Hinshaw, Sam Hall, and Luke Peña
— worked independently to research the seven planets represented in
Holst’s composition, finding potential
similarities between their topography
and the music.
Astronomy students collaborated
with the music majors on planetary
facts and provided footage of each
planet. Jacobsen edited the students’
commentary, musical examples,
and visual images into a 30-minute
video that suggested fascinating new
perspectives on both the music and the
planets.
Following the video, Harrison led
the orchestra through a performance
of Holst’s seven-movement work that
brought the audience to an enthusiastic
ovation at its conclusion. LAS Dean
Beate Schmittmann remarked after
the concert that this was exactly the
kind of high-level interdisciplinary
collaboration that she hoped to
continue to see and support at ISU.
Far left, Ron
Carter, Program
Director for Jazz
at the Lincoln
Center, speaks to
members of Jazz
Ensemble I.
Left, alto
saxophonist
Joseph Petersen
performs with
Jazz Ensemble I.

IOWA STATE JAZZ ENSEMBLES HOST RENOWNED GUEST ARTISTS
The Jazz Ensembles hosted several noted jazz
educators and performers during the spring
‘15 term and had opportunities to interact
with them in various ways.
Nationally-renowned jazz educator Ron
Carter was the first to visit for a February
workshop. Carter has worked with many

of the greatest names in jazz, including the
Jimmy Dorsey Band, the Temptations, and
many others.
Next to visit were jazz recording artists
Dick Oatts and John Mosca, who are
both members of the Village Vanguard
Orchestra in New York. Oatts and Mosca

performed as guest soloists with the Jazz
Ensembles for their April concert. Oatts’
visit was particularly meaningful as he is a
native of Iowa who grew up in Des Moines
before moving to Minneapolis to begin his
professional career in 1972.

OPERA THEATRE
features

EMERITUS PROFESSOR
CARL BLEYLE

E

meritus Professor Carl Bleyle returned to campus to
appear in the ISU Opera Theatre’s fall production of Puccini’s
comic masterpiece Gianni Schicchi. Bleyle brought the role of
deceased Florentine aristocrat Buoso Donatito to (after-)life
flawlessly.
Bleyle served as the Department of Music’s expert on music
history from his appointment in 1962 until his retirement in 2001.
He designed the first music history curriculum for the ISU music
major sequence when the major was created in 1970.
He was also the founder and director of Musica Antiqua, the
ISU renaissance performing ensemble, which continues to be
featured annually at the Madrigal Dinner, in addition to other
concert appearances.
Bleyle performs on period instruments,
including the organ, zink, and krummhorn.
He is the former director of the Florence
study abroad program and continues to
direct the Collegiate Methodist Chancel
Choir, where he also serves as organist.
Also featured in the production were
current ISU undergraduates Ryan Battani,
Courtney Kayser, Eliza Smith, Ian Butler,
Phillip Sears, Mikayla Somers, Marcus
Cross, Braeden Irvine, Joey Leinen, Grant
Luther, Jack Daubitz, David Sponder, Taylor
Troyer, Angelica Elkema, and Jake Wilding.

L–R: Ian Butler, Phillip Sears, and Braeden Irvine.

Front row, L–R: Ryan Battani, Courtney Kayser, Eliza Smith, Ian Butler, Phillip Sears, Mikayla Somers, and
Marcus Cross. Back row, L–R: Braeden Irvine, Joey Leinen, Carl Bleyle, Grant Luther, Jack Daubitz, David
Sponder, Taylor Troyer, Angelica Elkema, and Jake Wilding.

SIMONSON INDUCTED INTO ACADEMY OF TEACHERS

D

onald Simonson, Morrill Professor
of Music and Theatre at Iowa State
University, has been elected to membership
in the American Academy of Teachers of
Singing. He will be officially inducted in
November in New York.
The American Academy of Teachers
of Singing was founded in 1922 by a
distinguished group of voice teachers
concerned for developing the highest
standards and most scrupulous ethics for the
entire voice teaching profession. Membership
in the academy is open only by internal
nomination and election. Membership is
for life and is limited to 40 individuals. The
organization strives for improvement in the

profession and for the furtherance of the
vocal arts through research, publication,
convention presentations, adjudication, and
various other activities.
Simonson uses technology in teaching
vowel formant tuning and has given invited
presentations throughout the world on this
topic. He served with distinction as president
of the National Association of Teachers of
Singing and is a member of the lead group
of American voice teachers to join the Royal
Conservatory (Toronto) and Carnegie Hall
in the vocal Achievement Program. He
teaches voice, voice pedagogy, and vocal
literature and conducts musical theater.
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Left, cast members from Les
Misérables perform at the 18th
Annual Scholarship Musicale.

WALVOORD RECEIVES ORDER OF THE KNOLL AWARD

Middle left, this event takes place in
the recital hall of Dennis Wendell’s
spectacular home in Ames.

E

llen (Molleston) Walvoord was
awarded the 2015 Order of the Knoll
“Cardinal and Gold” award at Iowa State.
This award is presented to an individual or
a couple who has provided dedicated and
long-term service and creative leadership
to the Iowa State University Foundation
and Iowa State University through the
advancement of philanthropy.
She and her husband Tom were both
1961 graduates of Iowa State, Ellen in home
economics and Tom in agriculture. Ellen is
now retired from a position as senior vice
president of Chicago’s Abbott Laboratories,
as is Tom, who was a senior vice president at
Northern Trust.
While Ellen was an undergraduate at
Iowa State, she served as the rehearsal
accompanist for the Iowa State Singers,
under the direction of legendary choral
director Robert McCowen. From the
age of six, she took piano lessons from
Ira Schroeder, music department faculty
member and ISU’s longest-tenured
carillonneur.
“Ellen has done so much for our
department,” said Michael Golemo,
music department chair. “The Walvoord
Endowment Fund has provided exceptional
and much-needed support for our program
in so many ways. This is an addition to her
scholarship fund, which has provided funds
to talented music majors for many years. Her
generosity and support for music at Iowa
State is second to none.”
In addition to supporting music at Iowa
State, Ellen and Tom have established the
Walvoord Professorship in the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences and have
provided funding for the Greenlee School of
Journalism and Communication.
“I’m far from an expert, but everything I
see gives me confidence in investing in Iowa
State,” said Ellen. “It’s well run, it’s efficient,
and it’s very healthy. Tom and I want to help
ensure that it remains so.”
Besides, Ellen said, “it’s where I learned
to play the piano, learned to manage, to
lead, where I met my dearest friend, where
I met my husband. There comes a time in
everyone’s life when you say, ‘This is when I
have to give back.’”

Middle right, Simon Estes presents
Michael Golemo with a $15,000 gift
to support the Simon and Ovida
Estes Scholarship Fund.
Bottom, music supporter and ISU
alum Charles Sukup enjoys a lighter
moment with College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences Dean Beate
Schmittmann.

This year’s
event raised
more than
$20,000 to
support music
scholarships!

ANNUAL MUSICALE IS A SUCCESS

T

“Everything I see gives me confidence in investing in Iowa
State. It’s well run, it’s efficient, and it’s very healthy. Tom
and I want to help ensure that it remains so.”
—Ellen Walvoord

2015 Order of the Knoll “Cardinal and Gold” award recipient
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he Department of Music’s 18th Annual Scholarship
Musicale was held on March 26, 2015, at the home of Dennis
Wendell in Ames. Several faculty members and students performed,
including internationally-acclaimed bass baritone Simon Estes,
violinist Borivoj Martinic-Jercic, pianists Mei-Hsuan Huang and
Jodi Goble, the ISU Flute Choir, the vocal group Shy of a Dozen,
student pianists, and the cast from the spring production of Les
Misérables.
This event raises money to support music scholarships, and this
year’s event was highlighted by a $15,000 gift from Simon Estes to
further support the Simon and Ovida Estes Scholarship Fund.
“Our scholarship musicale is always such a special event for our
department,” said music department chair Michael Golemo. “Where
else can you hear such a variety of beautiful music in such a unique
setting? We are again indebted to Dennis Wendell for hosting this
event in his spectacular home and to everyone who made this year’s
musicale a resounding success!”
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Dr. Alvin Edgar, right, served the music
department and university in many capacities
from 1935 to 1973, including directing the
symphony orchestra for 30 years.

“Any time he had a new idea for the department,
he’d say, ‘Let’s go to lunch — I need to talk to you.’
He was simply a good guy.”
—Art Swift

Music department chair from 1972–1991

D R . A LV I N E D G A R ’ S
“AS FAR AS LIVING
MY LIFE ... I FEEL
I LEARNED MORE
FROM THE BAND
AND ALVIN EDGAR
THAN IN ANY OF MY
COURSES.”

—Bill Reinhardt
Civil Engineering, ‘48

8 | Fall 2015

I

LEGACY

f you have been to an Iowa State concert, master class, dance recital, or
theatre production with a guest artist, chances are good that at the bottom
of the program there was a statement that read, “This program was made
possible with support from the Alvin Edgar Fund for the Performing Arts.”
This fund has provided funding to bring in dozens of guest artists to perform
and teach for music, theatre, and dance at Iowa State.
From 1935 to 1973, Dr. Alvin Edgar served the university in many
capacities: head of the department for 13 years, director of bands for 13
years, director of concerts for 25 years, and director of the symphony
orchestra for 30 years. He was responsible for the programs that were booked
into Stephens Auditorium, and he was directly responsible for booking the
New York Philharmonic for a series of five concerts at Stephens Auditorium
to open the hall in 1969. When that orchestra returned in 1972 to present a
Promenade Concert in Hilton Coliseum in 1972, the program was dedicated
to him.

Bill Reinhardt graduated from Iowa State
in 1948 in Civil Engineering and performed
as a member of the percussion section in
the Concert Band and as drum major in the
Cyclone Marching Band under Edgar.
“As far as living my life and being in a
business of my own, I feel I learned more
from the band and Alvin Edgar than in any
of my courses,” Reinhardt said. “He was very
detail-oriented and expected attention and
for everybody to do their individual jobs to
the best of their abilities.”
Art Swift, who served as a music faculty
member from 1967–1991 and as music
department chair from 1972–1991, said
Edgar had a warm personality.
“He was a happy person and a joy to be
with,” Swift said. “Any time he had a new
idea for the department he’d say, ‘Let’s go to
lunch — I need to talk to you.’ He was simply
a good guy.”
The Ames International Orchestra
Festival Association (AIOFA), which began
in 1969 and continues to this day, was started
by Edgar. The mission of the organization is
to promote and facilitate live performances
of orchestral music and to foster awareness
of the value of classical music.
Edgar passed away in 1975 at the age of
72 while representing Iowa State University
at a meeting of the Bicentennial Music
Committee for the Iowa Arts Council.
The Alvin Edgar Fund exists to continue
what Edgar accomplished during his lifetime
— bringing world-class musicians to Ames
for the benefit of Iowa State students and the
Ames community.

Above, a copy of a concert program that Alvin Edgar led in 1947.

If you would like to honor the legacy of Alvin Edgar by
contributing to the Alvin Edgar Fund for the Performing
Arts at Iowa State University, please contact the ISU
Foundation or the Department of Music for information.
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ISU Wind Ensemble

The Wind Ensemble poses for a group shot in front
of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

EUROPE TOUR
O

ROTHENBURG

SALZBURG

VENICE

FLORENCE

ROME
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n May 18, 2015, 54 members of the ISU
Wind Ensemble departed for an 11-day
trip to Europe. Their tour included Rome,
Florence, Venice, Salzburg, and Rothenburg,
Germany. This was the Wind Ensemble’s
sixth trip to Europe since 2003 and their first
trip to Italy.
The members of the Wind Ensemble
visited many memorable sites, including St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, the Colosseum, the
Roman Forum, the Vatican Museum, the
Doge’s Palace in Venice, Mozart’s birthplace
in Salzburg, and several guided tours,
including a salt mine tour in Salzburg.
The ensemble had concerts in Rome,
Florence, and Rothenburg. They performed
music of American composers and featured
faculty soloists Donald Simonson, Mike
Giles, and Sonja Giles.
Their concert in Rome took place at the
historic Teatro di Marcello (see cover photo),
which was completed in 13 BC. This theatre
was the model for the famous Colosseum
and is currently an archaeological site in
Rome. Following the concert, a reception
was held at the ISU College of Design Rome
headquarters located nearby. This reception,
as well as their concert, was made possible
by ISU Rome Program Resident Director Pia
Schneider.
In Florence, the Wind Ensemble
performed as part of an international
music festival at the Santo Stefano Al Ponte
Church, which dates back to the year 1116.
Their concert in Rothenburg, Germany,
was held in the town square to a large and
enthusiastic audience. Following their
introduction for this concert, one unknown
audience member shouted, “Go Cyclones!”
“This was a once-in-a-lifetime trip,” said
student musician Michael Erman. “We were
able to see many famous and historical sites
along with being able to perform very special
concerts in several memorable locations.
Being able to share this experience with
many student friends is something that I’ll
always cherish.”

Left, the famous Night Watchman leads an
entertaining tour in Rothenburg, Germany.
Right, the Wind Ensemble performs in Rome at the
Teatro di Marcello. They shared this concert with
musicians from the St. Louis College of Music in
Rome.

Since 2003,
the Wind Ensemble has had

6 TOURS

to Europe, with visits to:

London, Amsterdam, Bruges, Vienna, Prague, Salzburg,
Paris, Ulm, Rothenburg, Brussels, Munich & Stuttgart

One of the most photographed
spots in the medieval walled town
of Rothenburg, Germany, is the
Plönlein (“Little Square”).

L–R: Randy Compton,
Jeffrey Prater, Robert
Molison, and James
Rodde.

Below, Robert Molison,
center, with ISU students
and alumni at a post-concert
reception at the Celebrity Café
in Stephens Auditorium.

“DOC” MOLISON
RETURNS TO AMES FOR
COLLAGE OF CHOIRS

T

Above left, Mike Giles performs with the Wind Ensemble at the Santo
Stefano Al Ponte Church in Florence.
Above right, Sonja Giles, center, and members of the flute studio at the
town square in Rothenburg.
Right, Spencer Larson, Kara Bader, Kimbra Bader, and Erin Malloy
overlook the outskirts of Rothenburg after walking the 1.5-mile wall that
surrounds the old town.
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o any current or recent ISU music
student, “Doc” means just one person —
music department chair and Wind Ensemble
director Michael Golemo. But he’s not the
first music professor to use the nickname.
Former director of choral activities
Robert Molison (also known to his students
as “Doc” during his years at ISU) returned
to campus for dedicatory ceremonies
connected to a new scholarship fund bearing
his name. The Robert Molison Scholarship in
Music fund was created by Molison’s sister,
Mary Newton, in honor of his legacy at Iowa
State.
During his tenure at Iowa State, the Iowa
State Singers gained national distinction for
their participation with leading orchestras
from around the world in performances at
the Ames International Orchestra Festival.
Molison’s first performance at ISU was to
prepare the Festival Chorus for Beethoven’s
Ninth Symphony conducted by Andre
Previn with the London Philharmonic
Orchestra. He also led the Iowa State Singers
on three international tours.
Molison retired in 2000 and now lives
with his wife, Ann, in Fort Collins, Colorado.

During his fall visit, Molison heard a
rehearsal of a new composition that the Iowa
State Singers were preparing, Even When
He is Silent, by Norwegian composer Kim
Arnesen. Molison was intrigued by the piece,
and current choral director James Rodde
subsequently asked him to conduct it in
concert with the Iowa State Singers at the
annual Collage of Choirs concert.
The Singers had an opportunity to meet

and rehearse with Molison prior to the
performance. He gave a speech during the
performance, recalling memories of his time
at Iowa State.
Following the concert, he attended a
reception in his honor in the Celebrity Café
in Stephens Auditorium, which was hosted
by choir alumni. The reception was attended
by current students, alumni, faculty, and
friends.
The Score | 13

L–R: Deloris Wright,
Emily Passini, and
Brianne Anderson
pose with the piccolo,
bass flute, and alto
flute — all purchased
through donations
from Wright.

WRIGHT PROVIDES SUPPORT THROUGH SPECIALTY INSTRUMENTS

T

hroughout the years, Deloris Wright (Ph.D. Economics
’73) has provided funding to support the purchase of numerous
specialty instruments for the music department. This past spring,
Wright generously donated the funds to allow the purchase of a
$34,000, five-octave Schiedmayer celesta — a world-class instrument.
In addition to the celesta, Wright has provided financial support
for a variety of unique instruments, including a harp, a concert tuba,
an alto flute, a bass flute, an artist-quality piccolo, a vibraphone, a set
of almglocken (tuned cowbells), and a disklavier piano.
Wright has been a longtime and substantial supporter of Iowa

State University. She is the president of Wright Economics, Inc.,
and in addition to the music department, she has supported Parks
Library, the colleges of engineering and veterinary medicine, biology
programs, and the Carrie Chapman Center for Women and Politics.
She was recently awarded the Order of the Knoll “Campanile
Award” for her longtime and extraordinary support to Iowa State
University. Her generosity has impacted many students and faculty,
and there are many future students who will benefit from her
“instrumental” support.

The celesta gets its name
from the FRENCH word
CELESTE, meaning

“HEAVENLY.”
One of the most
recognizable uses of the
celesta is in Tchaikovsky’s

“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy.”
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While similar in appearance
to a PIANO, by pressing a key
on a CELESTA, a felt hammer

strikes a metal sound
plate suspended above a
wooden resonator

(unlike a piano, where the
hammer strikes a string).

Members of the trumpet studio pose with a military guard in Rome. L–R: Ellen Justis, Amber Yoakam, Brandon Ritchie, Sarah McEntee, and Lucas Yoakam.

MEMBERS OF THE TRUMPET STUDIO ATTEND MUSIC FESTIVAL IN ITALY

T

he ISU Trumpet Studio, under the direction
of Associate Professor James Bovinette, was
invited to participate in the 2015 Orvieto Musica
Trumpet Festival, held June 21–28, 2015, in
Orvieto, Italy. Participants included music majors
and student trumpeters Brandon Ritchie, Sarah
McEntee, Lucas Yoakam, Amber Yoakam, and
Ellen Justis.
Bovinette served on the faculty of this festival,
as did trumpet professors from Illinois State
University and the University of Evansville.
Bovinette performed several solo works at the
festival and presented master classes for the
participants.
Prior to the festival, the students spent four
days in Rome, and following the festival they were
able to visit Florence. The students participated
in daily rehearsals, clinics, and master classes and
performed in three different concerts. As part of
the festival they also attended language classes in
“survival Italian.”
ISU trumpet students with Dr. James Bovinette.

FA C U LT Y S P O T L I G H T S

Jim Bovinette

JIM BOVINETTE performed as a member
of the brass section last August at the Haydn
Festivalspiele in Eisenstadt, Austria. He also
collaborated with trumpet colleague Mark
Wade in a trumpet duo recital at Bergkirche,
Eisenstadt.
MICHAEL GOLEMO is currently serving
as president of the Iowa Bandmasters
Association. This past year he served as an
adjudicator for three weekends in Chicago,
and he conducted several honor bands,
including the New Mexico All State Band.
Golemo served as the host for the 2015
Iowa Band Conductors Forum, which
brought over 60 Iowa band directors to
campus, including the directors of the band
programs at the University of Iowa, the
University of Northern Iowa, and Drake
University. In February, Golemo will serve
as host for the north central division of the
College Band Directors National Association
conference, which will be held at Iowa State
University. The ISU Wind Ensemble will also
perform at this event.
Golemo also contributed a chapter
to Teaching Music Through Performance
in Band, vol. 10, based on Julie Giroux’s
composition One Life Beautiful.
16 | Fall 2015

Mei-Hsuan Huang

CHRISTOPHER HOPKINS presented
“Design for Music & Sound Control Using
Virtual Touch with an Interdisciplinary
Reach” in the United Kingdom at the
Center for Music and Science at Cambridge
University and the Center for Digital Music
at Queen Mary University of London.
Over the summer Hopkins held a
fellowship and artist residency with the
Hambidge Center for the Creative Arts in
Georgia and participated in the Viols West
workshop at the California Polytechnic
University in San Luis Obispo, developing
his skills in performing Renaissance and
Baroque music for the viola da gamba.
In September, his composition The
Mirror of Enigma was performed by the
Paxos Ensemble in the Onassis Cultural
Center in Athens, Greece, as part of the
International Computer Music Conference.
Hopkins joined the ensemble to perform the
electroacoustic sequences.
During the spring, he joined humanities
centers directors from across the nation in
a meeting with the National Humanities
Alliance in Washington, D.C., and organized
the Iowa Humanities Festival, a two-day
event focusing on the theme of The Elusive
Prairie.

Tin-Shi Tam

MEI-HSUAN HUANG returned to Taiwan
in style, giving a sold-out solo piano recital
last New Year’s Eve at National Taiwan
Concert Hall, a world-class performance
venue in Taipei.
Huang also gave a master class at one of
China’s major provincial universities. The
class featured a demonstration of specific
techniques for the performance of piano
literature by Chopin and Liszt.
Huang was inducted into the elite
community of Steinway Artists at the
November concert of the Amara Piano
Quartet.
NATALIE (STEELE) ROYSTON,
assistant professor of music education, has
presented at several conferences this past
year, including the Iowa Music Educators
Association, the Ohio Music Education
Association, and the International
Mentoring Conference. She also had a recent
research article published in the Journal of
Music Teacher Education.
Royston was the guest conductor for the
Five Seasons Middle School Honor Band
in May. This summer she presented at the
Instrumental Music Teacher Educators
Colloquium and the Iowa Choral Director’s
Association.

TIN-SHI TAM, University Carillonneur,
presented a paper “Bells and Carillons in
North America, 1914–1918: the evolution
and beyond” at the XVIII World Carillon
Congress in Antwerp, Belgium.
She also performed carillon recitals
in France at Cathédrale Saint-Antonin in
Pamiers, Cathédrale Saint-Jean Baptiste in
Perpignan, and Collégiale Saint-Michel in
Castelnaudary.
Other performances were presented at
the University of Montana in Missoula,
University of Rochester (NY), Alfred
University, Calvary Episcopal Church in
Williamsville, Penn State University in Erie,
The Mary M. Emery Memorial Carillon in
Mariemon (OH), and Berea College (KY).
Tam was also a guest artist at the Midwest
Regional Carillon Conference at Oakland
University in Michigan. In addition, Dr. Tam
was awarded Honorary Membership of the
Kappa Kappa Psi in 2015. A selection of her
carillon arrangements of Scriabin’s music
was published by Nederlandse KlokkenspelVerenigin.

Kevin Judge

JONATHAN STURM took on new
responsibilities this year as Special Advisor
to the Interim Dean of the ISU Library,
which involved leading strategic planning
and culture-building initiatives in the library.
He was also elected to be the next president
of the University Faculty Senate, a position
he will assume in two years, following next
year as president-elect.
He completed his 24th season as
concertmaster of the Des Moines
Symphony, making him the longest-serving
concertmaster in the orchestra’s history,
which brought an interview for KCCI-TV.
Sturm accepted an invitation to become
a faculty evaluator for the American
Council on Education, which works with
the United States military to place veterans
appropriately into higher education degrees.
He rounded out the year with four
master classes, three speeches to students
about “Success in Music,” and an article
entitled “Where do we go from here? A
crossroads of cost and content for the arts
in higher education,” written for the Journal
of Performing Arts Leadership in Higher
Education.

In August 2015, bassoonist KEVIN JUDGE
traveled to Central America to help coach
the National Youth Orchestra of Belize.
He was selected to be an educator for this
program through an audition for MusAid,
a nonprofit organization registered in both
the United States and Canada that provides
musical institutions in under-resourced parts
of the world with music teachers, donated
instruments, and materials.
Last November, he performed Heitor
Villa-Lobos’ bassoon concerto, Ciranda Das
Sete Notas, with the Iowa State University
Chamber Orchestra. In addition to serving
as principal bassoon of the Des Moines
Symphony, Judge performed with many
orchestras across the state and played in a
variety of concerts held at the Des Moines
Performing Arts Center.
JODI GOBLE received a university “Early
Excellence in Teaching by a Lecturer”
award and has also been promoted to
Senior Lecturer. She will be serving as the
music director for the upcoming fall opera
production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute.
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NEW FACULTY

ALUMNI NEWS
KARA BADER (B. Mus. ’15) is the new
band director at Roland Story Middle
School. Kara was recently recognized as the
ISU School of Education 2015 Outstanding
K–12 Teacher Education Graduate.
SAMANTHA BEEMAN (B. Mus. ‘09) is
the new band director at Valley Southwoods
Freshman High School in West Des Moines.
ALEXA GIBBS (B. Mus. ‘13) is the new
band director at South Hamilton High
School.
SAM HALL (B. Mus. ‘15) will be starting
a master’s degree in violin performance at
James Madison University (VA).

JOSH JOHNSON, newly appointed
lecturer of music, will be taking over the
ISU horn studio from outgoing horn teacher
Peter Kortenkamp. In addition to teaching
at ISU, Johnson serves on the faculties
of Simpson College and the Des Moines
Symphony Academy.
As a performer, Johnson is a member
of the Des Moines, Quad City, Lincoln
and Dubuque Symphony Orchestras.
He maintains an active freelance career
throughout the Midwest and performs on
occasion with the Omaha and South Dakota
Symphonies.
In addition to his work in music
education and horn performance, Johnson
has served as Orchestra Manager of the
Dubuque Symphony Orchestra. That interest
and experience with arts administration led
him to co-found the nonprofit performing
arts organization ConcertIA, based in
Coralville.
Johnson received a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Iowa and a master’s degree
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
where he studied horn with Tom Tritle,
Jeff Agrell, Alan Mattingly, and William
Scharnberg.
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DR. JONATHAN SHARP is the new
Assistant Professor of Percussion where
his responsibilities will include teaching
applied percussion, directing the percussion
ensemble, and teaching percussion methods.
Sharp previously taught at Morehead State
University (KY), Centre College (KY), and at
the University of Kentucky.
Sharp is a highly regarded artist and
educator with an extensive and diverse
teaching background. He has performed
concerts throughout the United States,
Europe, and Asia and has performed with
a wide variety of ensembles, including the
Lexington Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra,
the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Sinfonia Da
Camera, Pink Martini, Ute Lemper, and the
Bahama Brothers Steel Band. He was also a
member of the Cavaliers Drum and Bugle
Corps snare line in 2005.
In December 2012, Sharp recorded an
album entitled “The Percussion Works
of Warren Benson” with the Kollective
Percussion Group, with whom he is a
founding member. He frequently tours
schools presenting recitals, workshops, and
clinics on topics including electro-acoustic
percussion, contemporary marimba,
multiple percussion, concert snare drum,
and marching percussion.
Sharp is a graduate of Morehead State
University, the University of Illinois at
Champaign-Urbana, and the University
of Kentucky, where he studied with James
Campbell.

DR. CHRISTINA SVEC is a new Assistant
Professor in Music Education. She will be
teaching courses in general music and choral
methods. She will also assist with practicum
placement and student teachers.
Svec received her Ph.D. in Music
Education and Bachelor of Music Education
degrees from the University of North Texas.
She received a Master of Music Education
degree from Michigan State University, three
levels of certification in Music Learning
Theory, and three levels in the Kodaly
Method.
At UNT, Svec was the Assistant Director
of UNT’s Early Childhood Music Program,
supervised student teachers, and taught
elementary music methods courses for
majors and non-majors.
She has presented at conferences
including Texas Music Education
Association (TMEA), Organization of
American Kodaly Educators (OAKE),
National Association for Music Education
(NAfME), Southwest Educational Research
Association (SERA), and Mountain Lake
Colloquium. Upcoming conference
presentations include Texas Choral Directors
Association Conference (TCDA), the Early
Childhood Music and Movement (ECMMA)
regional conference, and Organization of
American Kodaly Educators conference.
Her research interests include research
methodology, research pedagogy, and
childhood/early childhood singing voice
development and ability. In her spare
time, Svec enjoys cooking, reading, coffee
shopping, and spending time with friends
and family.

CARLY HUHN (B. Mus. ‘06) recently
graduated from the University of St. Thomas
in St. Paul (MN) where she obtained a
Master of Arts in Music Education with
a Kodaly emphasis. She is currently
employed by Linn-Mar Schools and teaches
K–5 general music at Bowman Woods
Elementary in Cedar Rapids.
AARON LOTT (B.Mus. ’12) completed
his first year of the Master of Performance
program in piano accompaniment at the
Royal College of Music in London, UK. On
completion of his first year at the RCM,
he was selected to attend the North Sea
Vocal Academy Master Class and intensive
performance workshop for singers and
Phot
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accompanists in Nykøbing Sjælland,
Denmark, under the coaching of Audrey
Hyland and Richard Hetherington.
RACHEL MCCOY (B. Mus. ‘09) and
SIMON MCCOY
(B. Mus. ’09) are
proud parents of
Declan Ronald
McCoy, born
November 2, 2014,
at 1:27 p.m. He
was 9 pounds and
20 inches long,
and he is already
demonstrating a
tuba embouchure.
VICTOR MOONEY (B. Mus. ‘14) will
be starting a master’s degree in cello
performance at the Boston Conservatory,
where he will study with Andrew Mark.
TYLER MOOTZ (B. Mus. ‘14) will begin
graduate studies in Higher Education
Administration and Student Affairs at Kent
State University (OH), where he will hold
a graduate assistantship as an academic
adviser and recruiter for the College of the
Arts.
KAT MOSIMAN (B. Mus. ‘12) has been
hired at Waukee High School as Associate
Choir Director.

YEIL PARK (B. Mus. ‘13) will be starting a
doctorate in music performance at Arizona
State University where he is a student of
Thomas Landschoot. Yeil is a contracted
member of the Arizona Opera Orchestra
and a regular substitute with the Phoenix
Symphony.
RACHEL PETSCHE (B. Mus. ‘12) is the
new band and choral director with the
Laurens-Marathon Community Schools.
LEE PLUMMER (B. Mus. ‘13) is the
new band director with the Newell-Fonda
Community Schools. Rachel Petsche and Lee
have also announced a December wedding!
NICK PRENGER (B. Mus. ‘14) has been
hired as the choral director at SibleyOcheyedan High School.
HANNAH SKALBECK (B. Mus. ‘14) has
been hired as an elementary music education
teacher with the Des Moines Public Schools.
HEIDI STEGER (B. Mus. ‘15) has been
hired at Dallas Center-Grimes, and her
duties will include directing the ninth grade
choir and the high school show choir.
QUINN TIPPING (B. Mus. ‘13) is the new
Assistant Choir Director at Dowling High
School, and FAYE (THOMAS) TIPPING
(B. Mus. ‘14) has been hired as 6–12 Choir
Director at Collins-Maxwell.

“FRIENDS OF MUSIC” AND MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS SUPPORTERS
Thank you to all who have contributed this past year. We are indebted to you for your generous support.
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Robert Abbott
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Patricia Ancell
Paul & Paula Anderson
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Tom Barta
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Edward Braun
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Frederick & Barbara Brown
Richard & Mildred Brown
Lee Burchinal & Donna Newbrough
N. Laurence Burkhalter
Jill Buschmann
Timothy & Laura Butler
James Callan
Ernest Caltedt
Marjorie Carnahan
Jay & Karen Chapman
Gale Chatterton
Kenneth & Kippen Chermak
Steve & Mary Clagett
Craig Cobb
Christina Coffman
Randy & Sara Compton
David & Tracie Cooper
Robert Crane
William & Kathryn David
Sandra Davis
Lynn Davis
Robert & Carol Deppe
Herbert Deutmeyer
Ann DeVany
John & Cynthia Dobson

Dee Dreeszen
Robert & Barbara Drustrup
William & Lucylle Dubbert
Daniel & Carolyn Eggers
Dick & Marilyn Engle
Jacob Epstein
James & Carol Fancher
Tanya Faulkner-Duval
Brian & Jennifer Feldpausch
Thomas & Sharon Fenton
Lowell Fink
Kevin Fitzpatrick
Jan & Cornelia Flora
Leonard & Patricia Foley
Wayne & Janet Franzen
Sandy Friesen
Jean Friestad
Miriam Fritz
Elizabeth Fritz
Wayne & Evelyn Fuller
Margaret Garrett
Homer & Sandra Gartz
Carol Gee
Laura Gengelbach
Alexa Gibbs
Monica Goeddel
William Goeddel
Michael & Mary Beth Golemo
Lisa Gomez
Jon Greco
Karl & Lynn Griffith
Karl & Barbara Gwiasda
Rindalee Gwillim
Joyce Hanes
Larry & Linda Hansen
Bridget Hanson
Wendi Harris
Lynda Harris
Jacob Harrison
Sue Haug
Rolland Hauser
Chuck Heggen
Jeffrey Heide
Ronald Hersom
Randal & Elizabeth Hertz
Ann Hicks
Michael & Sharon Hilleman
John & Georganna Hinrichsen
William & Sarah Hoban
Dave & Willa Holger
Carole Horowitz
Janet Horsager
Elizabeth Howell
Richard & Lisa Hurban

Maureen Hurd Hause & Evan Hause
Etha Hutchcroft
Deborah Hwang
Dean Ibsen
Dan Jaynes
Margaret Jaynes
Gary & Jane Johnson
Alan Johnson
Roger Jones
Von Kaster
Delma Kernan
Stacy Killinger
James & Deanna Kilmer
Rosemary King
Steven King
Karol & Rozanne King
Erwin & Janet Klaas
Jerry & Margaret Knox
Stuart & Barbara Kolner
Brent Kowalsky
Daniel & Melissa Krumm
Jean Krusi
Kristin Kulash
Allen & Joy Lang
John & Jean Langeland
Ruth Larner
Mark & Brenda Lewis
Katherine Light
Charles & Christine Lloyd
Rosemary Lloyd-Cameron
James & Kathlynn Lockard
John & Janet Lott
Florence Lyman
Richard Lyons
Lucille Maass
DeAda Mally
Barbara Martin
Bruce Martin
John & Jane Mathison
Jack & Frances Mauldin
Peter McCoy
Dennis & Julie McElroy
Murray & Elizabeth McKee
Dian Meek
David & Jean Meek
Dee Meyer
Craig Miller
Kent Mueller
Randall Nelsen
Chad Nelson
Eric Nichols
Kathryn Norwood
Madeline Oglesby
Ruth Anne Ohde

Jim & Frankee Oleson
Mary Olson
Dennis & Karen Olson
Leroy & Barbara Ostrus
Arlen & Carol Patrick
Don & Jan Payer
Doug & Louann Peterson
Tim & Kellie Peterson
Mary Peterson
Richard Pfarrer
Deborah Pic-Deutmeyer
Robert & Bonna Pinneke
Jon Pratt & Naomi Engle
Sue Ravenscroft
William Reinhardt
Mary Richards
Dick & Sharon Richman
Doris Riehm
Eric Rogers
John & Karen Roltgen
Carolyn Rosberg
Robert Roth
Steve Rottler
Klaus Ruedenberg
Bob & Dorothy Rust
Paul Sacks
Loraine Safly
Wallace Sanders
Irmi Schewe-Miller
Carly Schieffer
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Dirk & Lucinda Scholten
John Schultz
Dana Schumacher
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Kristine Shaver
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John & Suzan Shierholz
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Paul & Ann Smiley-Oyen
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Alexander Soto
Arthur & Jayne Staniforth
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David & Susan Swaroff
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Elwyn & Lucille Taylor
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Kent & JoAnn Tipping
Francis Todey

Ann Ullman
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Thomas & Ellen Walvoord
Georgianna Walker
Frank Walker
Deanna Ward
Bobbi Warman
Wendy Weber
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Joan Welch
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Zachary Wilcox
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Paul Williams
Stephen Willson
Myrtle Wilson
Tony & Christine Woods
Charles & Julie Woodworth
Deloris Wright
Norma Yaeger
Mark Yanike
Suzanne Zaffarano
Thomas & Zora Zimmerman
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Mark & Kristin Anderson
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Todd & Meg Barker
Thomas & Betty Barton
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Ferdinand Chabot
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Mary Clagett
Meghan Colonna
Randy & Sara Compton
Margot Copeland Goode & John Goode
Paul & Kathleen Corbin
Kassy Corken
Stacy Cullison
Stanton & Deborah Danielson
Jeffrey & Sandra Deitering
Janice Dittmer
Lynette Donner
Dee Dreeszen
Paul Durbin & Cinian Zheng-Durbin

Charlie Easter
Carey Erdman
Simon & Ovida Estes
Mary Finley Newton
Mark & Laurel Fleming
Patricia Foster
Mary Jean Fowler
Alec Gouss
Paul & Christa Hegland
Marty & Laura Helle
William & Sarah Hoban
Janet Johnson
Gerald Kennedy
Jane Kennedy
Jennifer Killion
Kendal & Deborah Kline
Jerry & Margaret Knox
Russell Kramer
Randy & Beth Larabee
Robert & Nancy Lindemeyer
Mary Madsen
Bruce Martin
Barbara Martin
Phullis Maxwell
Steve & Colette Mickelson
Craig Miller
Matthew & Cindy Moeller
Robert & Ann Molison
Peter Moore & Sharon Jenkins-Moore
Steve & Debbie Neve
William & Donyce Paisley
Don & Jan Payer
Tim & Kellie Peterson
Jeffrey Prater & Mary Bucsko-Prater
John & Patricia Proescholdt
Steven & Emily Riedell
Robert & Harriett Ringgenberg
Stephen & Connie Ringlee
Donald & Lila Rohrer
Jerry Sande
Stephani Scherbart
Eric Schmidt
Leonard & Collette Seda
Laura Shanks
Mac & Kathy Shelley
Glenn Snyder
Alex Sutherland
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James & Jean Thomas
Karen Tisinger
Beth Trout
Richard Trump
Dirk & Lee Ann van der Linden
Debbie White
Loras & Susan Wilgenbusch
Bob & Burnie Young
Cleo Young
Dwight & Dawn Youngkin
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College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Department of Music & Theatre
149 Music Hall
Ames, IA 50011

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
The Department of Music & Theatre at
Iowa State University is committed to
providing outstanding opportunities for
the university community. In order to
have the resources necessary to take the
music program into the future, support
for the department is essential.
Funding is required to aid the program
in developing new opportunities in
technology, continuing and advancing
current performance and educational
opportunities, and supporting students
and faculty.
To help make a difference, simply fill
out the form and send to:
ISU Foundation
2505 University Blvd.
Ames, IA 50010-8644
For more information about making
a gift to the Department of Music &
Theatre or including ISU in your estate
plans, please contact Michael Gens in
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Development Office at 515-294-0921 or
at mgens@iastate.edu.

I wish to support programs in music at Iowa State University.
Enclosed is my gift of:
☐ $500
☐ $250
☐ $100
☐ $50
Other $
Please specify the fund that should receive your gift:
☐ Student Scholarships
☐ General Development
☐ Keyboard Fund
☐ Musical Outreach
☐ I will request that my employer match my gift.
My employer is
Please charge my credit card:
☐ VISA
☐ Mastercard
☐ Discover
Name
Signature

www.foundation.iastate.edu

Card Number
Expiration Date

E-mail

Date

