
Syllabus 
 
Vocal Pedagogy (MUS 360) 
 
Spring 2024 
 
Time:  Mon/Wed 1:10-2:00 
Place:  Room 125, Music Hall 
Office Hours:  TBA 
Instructor:  Mary Creswell 
Studio 221, Music Hall 
Cell:  515-450-8101 
Studio:  515-294-2026 
Email:  mkcres@iastate.edu 
 
Course Description:  An introduction to Vocal Science and Pedagogy covering the skills 
and knowledge needed to teach healthy, effective vocal production in both studio and 
ensemble. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

• Students will learn basic anatomy and physiology regarding the singing voice and 
the fundamentals of respiration, phonation, and resonation. 

• Through reading, discussion, observation, and practice teaching, students will 
begin to develop a personal teaching methodology. 

• Students will learn to integrate voice science, pedagogy, and application as 
singers, teachers, and conductors. 
 

Materials:  Vocal Technique Second Edition:  A Guide for Conductors, Teachers, and 
Singers by Julia Davids and Stephen LaTour (required text), Teaching Journal 
 
Course Requirements and Grading: 
 

• 30% attendance, assigned reading, participation in class discussions  
• 30% mid-term exam, covering part I of text 
• 10% 10-minute class presentation covering vocal health, the importance of 

warming up in practice and rehearsal, and leading vocal exercises for 
class. Presentation order will be randomly decided by choosing a number. 

• 30% final exam, covering part 2 of text 
 
*Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, 
ethnicity, religion, national origin, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. Veteran. 
Inquiries regarding non- discrimination policies may be directed to Office of 
Equal Opportunity, 3410 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 
Tel. 515 294-7612, Hotline 515-294-1222, email eooffice@iastate.edu  



*Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free 
from discrimination and harassment based on disability status. Students requesting 
accommodations for a documented disability are required to work directly with staff in 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to establish eligibility and learn about related 
processes before accommodations will be identified. After eligibility is established, SAS 
staff will create and issue a Notification Letter for each course listing approved 
reasonable accommodations. This document will be made available to the student and 
instructor either electronically or in hard-copy every semester. Students and instructors 
are encouraged to review contents of the Notification Letters as early in the semester as 
possible to identify a specific, timely plan to deliver/receive the indicated 
accommodations. Reasonable accommodations are not retroactive in nature and are 
not intended to be an unfair advantage. Additional information or assistance is available 
online at www.sas.dso.iastate.edu, by contacting SAS staff by email 
at accessibility@iastate.edu, or by calling 515-294-7220. Student Accessibility Services 
is a unit in the Dean of Students Office located at 1076 Student Services Building. 

Free Expression 
Iowa State University supports and upholds the First Amendment protection of freedom of 
speech and the principle of academic freedom in order to foster a learning environment where 
open inquiry and the vigorous debate of a diversity of ideas are encouraged. Students will not be 
penalized for the content or viewpoints of their speech as long as student expression in a class 
context is germane to the subject matter of the class and conveyed in an appropriate manner. 

 

Public Health 
If you are not feeling well, you should stay home and focus on your health. Should you miss 
class due to illness, it is your responsibility to work with your instructor to arrange for 
accommodations and to make up coursework, as consistent with the instructor’s attendance 
policy. 

You may choose to wear a face mask and/or receive the COVID-19 vaccine and boosters, as 
well as other vaccines such as influenza, but those options are not required. Thielen Student 
Health Center will continue to provide COVID-19 vaccinations free-of-charge to students. The 
university will continue to offer free masks and COVID-19 test kits during the fall 2022 semester. 
Other wellbeing resources for students are available 
at:  https://www.cyclonehealth.iastate.edu/wellbeing-resources/ 

Public health information for the campus community continues to be available on Iowa 
State’s public health website. All public health questions should be directed 
to publichealthteam@iastate.edu. 

 

* I will happily refer to you by a preferred name and pronouns, even if these differ from 
your legal name or your university record. Please let me know how I should refer to you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
 

 
 


