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Welcome to ISU Theatre’s Season of Invitation!

This is no ordinary time. The pandemic presents many challenges
for live theatre, and our nation’s centuries old virus of systemic
racism presents a challenge for all citizens. For this season, ISU
Theatre is prioritizing the health, safety, and HUMANITY of
students, faculty, staff, and community. We commit to leading with
GRACE, PATIENCE, RELATIONSHIPS, and LOVE in all we do.

ISU Theatre’s “Season of Invitation” is an opportunity to reimagine
theatre and all of humanity.

We will perform in innovative spaces this fall. Yet while Fisher
Theater goes dark, the show absolutely goes on...through the
thrilling invention and dazzling creativity of ISU Theatre students,
faculty, and staff. As the “room where it happens” becomes the
“Z0O0M where it happens,” we invite you to join us on the journey to
discover new realms of performance.

Our productions this fall focus in on the local — on our community
and our society. While you may not recognize the titles, you will feel
the stories in your bones. Much has been lost this year. But so
much is waiting to be found. Together, we will imagine new ways of
being — as artists, as audiences, as citizens.

The Great Work Begins!

Brad Dell
Director of ISU Theatre



Songs for a New World
Music and Lyrics by Jason Robert Brown

Originally produced by the WPA Theatre,
New York City, 1995 (Kyle Renick, Artistic Director)
Original orchestration by Brian Besterman and Jason Robert Brown

Director
Brad Dell

Musical Director
Patrick Gagnon

Scenic Designer  Costume Designer  Lighting Designer
Rob Sunderman  Kelly Marie Schaefer Will Coeur

Props Designer Assistant Musical Director Choreographer
Megan Hamilton Jennifer Rodgers Valerie Williams

Cinematographer/ Sound Designer
Assistant Director Josh Jepson
Calvin Clark

The Cast
Annika Baker Serena Hilton
Logan Benson Joseph Noble
Heaven Booker Elias Perez
Elise Cameron Morgan Reetz
Lacoda Collier Kathryn Ripley
Jess Fenton Nicolas Ronkar

Olivia Gasper Morgan Wolfe

“Songs for a New World” is presented through special arrangement with
Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials
are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com.

This performance lasts approximately ninety minutes with no intermission.

OpeNing SEqUENCE L .....ocoeeiviieiiiiiee e Full Ensemble
Opening Sequence 2 soloists .............. Elias Perez, Joseph Noble,

Olivia Gasper
“Just One Step” SOIOISt..........uuvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie Logan Benson
“I'm Not Afraid of Anything” soloist........................... Morgan Reetz
“The River Won’t Flow” soloists......... Lacoda Collier, Annika Baker
“Stars and the Moon” soloist .............cccceevviieenn, Elise Cameron
“She Cries” soloist........ccooeviiiiiiiii e, Nicolas Ronkar
“The Steam Train” soloist.........ccccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Elias Perez

“The World Was Dancing” soloists ....Joseph Noble, Morgan Reetz
Elise Cameron, Serena Hilton

“Surabaya, Santa” soloist.............cccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Kathryn Ripley
“Christmas Lullaby” soloist...........cccoooeeiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, Serena Hilton
“King of the World” SOlOiSt ...............uummmmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens Jess Fenton
“I'd Give It All for You” soloists......... Olivia Gasper, Nicolas Ronkar
“The Flagmaker, 1775” soloist..............cccccvvenininnnns Heaven Booker
“Flying Home” sol0ist ............uuvumimmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns Morgan Wolfe
“Hear My SONG” .......uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiees Full Ensemble
The Band
Piano/Conductor ... Patrick Gagnon
DIUM SBL ..t Collin Bell
PErCUSSION .....cciiiiiiiiie Joshua Grant
BaSS . . Cory Stark

ISU Theatre is funded by Student Government and supported by the
Transforming Liberal Arts and Sciences Endowment’s Theatre
Excellence Fund.


http://www.mtishows.com/

Production Manager
Technical Director
Costume Shop Supervisor
Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Manger
Assistant Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Assistant Lighting Designer
Director of Cinematography
Stage Crew

Wardrobe Crew

Light Board Operator
Sound Board Operator
Costume Shop Assistants

Shop Foreman
Master Carpenter
Carpenters

Prop Master
Scenic Artists
Lighting Staff

Office Assistants
Publicity and Marketing

Production Staff

Will Coeur

Natalie Hining

Doris Nash

Liam Gleason

Stephanie McClelland
Shannon Garrels

Calvin Clark

Jackson Newhouse

Calvin Clark

Caitlin Allen, Khari Brown, Maxfield Coenen
Valentine Chenus, Ari Frazee
Jackson Newhouse
Christopher Grussing

Mali Bilstad, Jessica Peters,
Madeline Thompson
Liam Gleason

Jobe Fee

Jess Fenton, Peter Loveland,
Courtney Sabotta, Piper Smith
Megan Hamilton

Nichole Maitlen, Aimee Wallner

Samuel Huhn, TJ Mack, Jackson
Newhouse, Rachel Ward
Heaven Booker, Moénica Toro Lebrén

Stacey Maifeld, Alyson O’Hara, Devin Palmer

In addition to those listed with production responsibilities, these people
helped with set, properties, or costume construction: Caitlin Allen, Lily
Arney, Olivia Bastin, Kara Betts, Cameron Bristow, Valentine Chenus,
Maxfield Coenen, Lacoda Collier, Camille Danner, Abi Fisher, Arianna
Frazee, Brett Garrett, Samuel Huhn, Hannah Johnson, Jacob Laufenberg,
Stephanie McClelland, Kaitlyn Meylor, Alexis Murdock, Nakota Newman,
Ashley Oxenreider, Kaushik Raghavan, Luke Rothmeyer

Special thanks to Mike Sulzberger, Susan Gent and the ISU Music

and Theatre faculty and staff.

2020/2021 ISU Theatre Faculty/Staff

Department of Music and Theatre
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Donald Simonson — Chair

Brad Dell — Director of Theatre, Directing, Script Analysis

Tiffany Antone
Leslie Bennett
Will Coeur

Natalie Hining

Tiffany Johnson
Charissa Menefee
Cason Murphy

Doris J. Nash

Amanda Petefish-Schrag

Kelly Marie Schaefer

Lori Sulzberger
Rob Sunderman

Acting, Oral Interpretation

Acting, Actor’s Voice

Lighting Design, Theatre Technology,
Production Manager

Technical Director

2020-2021 Guest Artist in Residence
Acting, Playwriting

Acting, Musical Theatre, Performing Arts
Costume Shop Supervisor

Acting, Theatre History, Puppetry

Makeup and Hair Design, Costume
Design and Technology, Theatre
and Society

Secretary
Scenic Design, Scenic Artist



2020-2021 ISU Theatre Scholarship Recipients

Patrick Gouran Memorial Performance and Production Scholarship

Calvin Clark

Theatre Program Academic Scholarship

Tiffany Liechty

M. Burton Drexler Memorial Academic Scholarship

Levi Frazier
Samuel Huhn
Matthew Millard

Fredrica V. Shattuck Scholarship

Elise Cameron

Transforming Liberal Arts and Sciences Academic Scholarship

Jacob Jones

Transforming Liberal Arts and Sciences Citizen Artist Scholarship

Annika Baker
Valentine Chenus
Abby Gilk

Sydni Lapsley
Abbigail Markus

Transforming Liberal Arts and Sciences Performance and Production Scholarship

Isabelle Anderson
Heaven Booker
Hannah Brennan
Alex Brown

Khari Brown
Darrick Burrage
Jessica Fenton
Abi Fisher
Shannon Garrells
Zachary Harvey
Kylee Lange
Thomas Mack
Emma McDanel

Emily Oldham
Kathryn Ripley
Tiffany Waggoner

Bethmari Marquez Barreto

Lena Menefee-Cook

Jonathan O’Neill Rojas

Roger Rivera

Keith Norman
Morgan Reetz
Logan Roling
Peyton Schatz
John Scordato
Ellie Seaton
Maggie Smith

Neil Smithson
Cameron Thrap
Monica Toro Lebrén
Scyler Torrey
Andrew Vanderbilt
Jensen Wilke

The
Kennedy
Center

The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, part of the
Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is generously funded by David M.
Rubenstein.

Special thanks to The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust for
supporting the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts’ Kennedy
Center American College Theater Festival.

Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and
Wilma E. Bernstein; and the Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols
Foundation.

Kennedy Center education and related artistic programming is made
possible through the generosity of the National Committee for the
Performing Arts.

This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College
Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national theater education
program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater
production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a
response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students
and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving
scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, directors,
dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and critics at both
the regional and national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation
to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be considered for national
awards recognizing outstanding achievement in production, design,
direction and performance.

Last year more than 1,500 productions were entered in the KCACTF
involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. By entering this
production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to
recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in
college and university theaters across the nation.




Who’s Who in the Cast and Crew

Annika Baker (Soloist) is a freshman in Performing Arts from Des
Moines, lowa. In the past few years, she has
participated in performances at Des Moines Hoover High
School, Des Moines Playhouse, and IHSMTA. She
recently played Ina in ISU Theatre’s Sometimes the
Rain, Sometimes the Sea and participated in On The
Horizon: Festival of Student-Produced Work. She is
looking forward to the discovery and love a New World

can bring.

Logan L. Benson (Soloist) is a senior in Apparel
Design from West Des Moines. She is pursuing a career
in Costume Design and has designed several
productions here at lowa State University and has
interned with the Goodman Theatre in Chicago. While
she loves to design, she also loves to perform and has
performed in many of ISU’s shows and festivals. If you
would like to see her work, you can visit her website at:
bensonlogan02.wixsite.com/lbportfolio.

Heaven Booker (Soloist) is a junior from Des Moines,
lowa, studying Performing Arts with an emphasis in
Musical Theatre, Acting, and Directing. She is an ISU
Theatre Engagement Ambassador and Office Assistant.
This is her fifth production at ISU, the first being The
Food Monologues followed by Perform the Protest,
Sometimes the Rain, Sometimes the Sea, and Facing
Our Truth. She has been a part of many other productions in the past such
as Bring It On, 42nd Street, Shrek: The Musical, and Hairspray. She was
also Mary Magdalene in Jesus Christ Superstar. She intends to follow her
dreams to perform professionally and to continue with promoting
awareness of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the theatre industry once
she graduates! She wants to thank everyone that she worked with on this
production and hopes to inspire many. She hopes you enjoy the show!




Elise Cameron (Soloist) is a junior from Arcadia, lowa
majoring in Performing Arts and Music here at lowa
State. She has been in many productions in the past
years with lowa State University and Carroll Community
Theatre. Some of her favorites include 9 to 5 as Judy,
Wizard of Oz as Dorothy, and a Silly Girl with her
younger sisters in Beauty and the Beast. She also
recently debuted her theatrical choreography for the On the Horizon:
Festival of Student-Produced Work. Elise is excited to perform in a musical
again!

Calvin Clark (Director of Cinematography and
Assistant Director) is a senior from Fort Dodge, lowa,
who is majoring in Performing Arts and Journalism. He
has been a part of a number of past lowa State Theatre
productions having acted in Sense and
Sensibility, Chasing George Washington and 9 to 5 The

: Musical. Most recently Calvin directed Papaya for On the
Horizon: Festival of Student-Produced Work and served as Assistant
Stage Manager for ISU's Our Community Carol.

Will Coeur (Production Manager) is a theatrical
designer specializing in Lighting, Projection, and Sound
Design. Will graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Theater from Southern lllinois University, and received
his Master of Fine Arts Degree in Lighting Design from
e Western lllinois University. Will has worked in theatres of
e al shapes and sizes around the country, and is
constantly trying to stay on the cutting edge of theatre including serving as
the primary alpha tester for new theatre-focused softwares. Outside of
design Will focuses his efforts on automating systems and processes for
how we approach theatre to improve efficiency primarily through creating
integrated media control systems that can fire all cues from a single
control station. Favorite designs include Into the Woods (McLeod Summer
Playhouse), Tosca and La Traviata (Opera Southwest),
and Aladdin (Fulton Theatre). Will would like to thank his family and friends
for their love and support, especially his Wonder Wife, Sarah.
www.coeurdesigns.net.

Lacoda Collier (Soloist) is a freshman from Boone,
lowa, majoring in the Performing Arts program here at
lowa State and making their debut on the lowa State
stage. Previously, Lacoda has performed in musicals in
the Ames and Boone area through their High School,
ACTORS, and Story Theater Company. Lacoda plans on
pursuing Theatre on a grand scale one day and hopes to
inspire others to pursue theatre along the way.

Brad Dell (he/him/his) (Director) is Director of Theatre
at ISU, where he teaches classes in directing, performing
arts, and script analysis. Since 2005, Brad has directed
nearly thirty plays, musicals, and operas at ISU. He is the
. recipient of the 2019 Kennedy Center Gold Medallion,
the 2017 Outstanding Teaching Award from the ISU
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the 2017 Faculty
and Staff Insplratlon Award from the ISU Alumni Association, the 2017
Catch Des Moines Champion Award from the Des Moines Convention and
Visitor's Bureau, and the 2012 “Local Treasure” award from the Ames, 1A
Community Arts Council. He is the National Co-Vice-Chair of KCACTF and
the immediate past Chair of KCACTF Region 5. Brad is also the former
Artistic Director of Apple Hill Playhouse in Delmont, PA, Repertory Theater
of lowa, and lowa Stage Theater Company. Some of his recent directing
highlights have included Godspell, Macbeth, Orpheus in the Underworld,
Oklahomal!, Cabaret, Romeo and Juliet, Company, and Les Miserables.

Jess Fenton (Soloist) is a junior originally from La
Habra, California, who resides in Bondurant. She chose
to major in Performing Arts after being involved with all of
her high school theatre productions and has continued
her passion here in college. Some of her favorite credits
include Little Shop of Horrors and Godspell. Jess was
honored to be cast in ISU’s spring production of 9 to 5.
She is so excited to perform again, not only to be back on stage, but to be
back in a show that is dear to her heart. Songs for a New World was the
first musical Jess was ever in as a freshman in high school. A passion that
started small now gets to thrive in acting, theatrical design, and so much
more. In her free time, Jess loves making music with her ukulele and
getting creative with poetry and art in all forms. She looks forward to many
more productions during her time at lowa State.


http://www.coeurdesigns.net/

Patrick Gagnon (Musical Director/Piano) is a music
educator dedicated to the development of the tuneful
person. He serves as lowa Chairperson of Handbell
Musicians of America, Area 8 and is K-5 Vocal Music
Specialist and HS Vocal Music director for the Eldora-
New Providence CSD. Patrick is Director of Music at
First Congregational UCC in Eldora and directs Des
Moines Concert Handbells. Patrick and his wife Jodi live in Hubbard.

Shannon Garrels (Assistant Stage Manager) is a junior
from Bloomfield, lowa studying Performing Arts at lowa
State University. This is her first term here at ISU, after
receiving her Associate's Degree from Indian Hills

| Community College, and this is also her first show with
Lé’ ISU Theatre. She is very excited and proud to be working

2 L

with the cast and crew.

Olivia Gasper (Soloist) is a senior from Bettendorf, lowa
studying Music and Advertising. While she is mainly
known for her operatic training, she likes to dip into
contemporary musical theatre when she's able. Olivia
has performed with ISU Theatre as a Storyteller in
Godspell, Minerva in Orpheus in the Underworld, and an
Ensemble Member/Dream Ballet Dancer in Oklahomal!.
She has also performed with ISU Opera Studio as Cendrillon in Cendrillon,
the First Witch and Semele in Dido and Aeneas/L'Egisto, and the Dew
Fairy in Hansel and Gretel. She will graduate from lowa State in May with
bachelor's degrees in Music and Advertising.

Liam Gleason (Stage Manager) is a junior majoring in
Industrial Technology - Occupational Health and Safety
option. He is originally from Yorkville, lllinois. Liam
previously served as Assistant Stage Manager for ISU
Theatre’s Godspell.

Megan Hamilton (Props Designer) is a senior in Animal
Ecology at lowa State. She is originally from Allen,Texas.
She has been working in the Props Department for the

. last three years and has led as the Props Master since

| the fall. She worked on productions such as Facing Our
Truth, On the Horizon, Our Community Carol, Orpheus in
the Underworld, and This is Not a Pipe Dream.

Serena Hilton (Soloist) is a senior studying Graphic
Design from West Des Moines, lowa. Since her
freshman year role in Oklahoma! as Dream Laurey, she
has found ways to dance and sing in addition to learning
design. She spent two years in the women’s choir Lyrica
and served as its president for one. She has been
involved in campus dance performances, classes, and
clubs, such as Orchesis 01 and lowa State Center’s production of The
Nutcracker. She also had roles in Orpheus in the Underworld, and the
musical 9 to 5. Serena is grateful for the opportunities she has had to use
her gifts and talents the last 4 years. Songs for a New World is the perfect
ending for her journey at lowa State!

Natalie Hining (Technical Director) is a graduate from
the University of South Dakota, where she received her
MFA in Theatre Design and Technologies, specializing

| in Scenic Design. Natalie has worked for several
professional theatre companies including The Des
Moines Metropolitan Opera, The South Dakota
Shakespeare Festival, and the Sioux Empire Theatre.

Stephanie McClelland (Assistant Stage Manager) is
a freshman from Delano, Minnesota, double majoring in
Performing Arts and Business. This is her second
production with lowa State, her first being the Outreach
Coordinator for Our Community Carol: A Blueprint for a
Play. Before coming to lowa State, Stephanie was
actively involved in her High School’s drama program
as the head Stage Manager and main Student Representative. Stephanie
has enjoyed working with all the cast and crew to come up with a new
innovative way of producing this musical here at ISU! She is excited to
have everyone watch the show to notice all the small details and large
amounts of talent poured into this production! She hopes you enjoy the
show!




Jackson Newhouse (Assistant Lighting Designer) is a
sophomore in Performing Arts, originally from Owatonna,
Minnesota. In the past 5 years, he has been involved in
numerous shows both at Owatonna Senior High School
and lowa State as a designer. Most recently, he was the
Lighting Designer for Sun Clouds and Towards the

Light for On the Horizon: Festival of Student-Produced
Work. Jackson is excited to return to the theatre world that has adapted to
the new normal.

Doris Nash (Costume Designer) is a 1991 graduate of
lowa State with a degree in clothing and textiles; Doris
has been the ISU Theatre costume shop supervisor
since 1989. She has designed costumes for several
productions, including A Christmas Carol, A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum, Kiss Me, Kate,
Treasure Island, Little Women, Orpheus in the
Underworld, and Anon(ymous). Her summer employment has been with
theaters such as the Santa Fe Opera, Emporia State University Summer
Theatre, and the Colorado Shakespeare Festival. Doris is an lowa native
and sings with Good Company and Ames Choral Society. She also has a
BM in vocal performance from Coe College. In 2007, she bought a house,
and shares it with a very spoiled cat! In 2008 she realized a lifelong dream
and appeared on Jeopardy!, winning one game.

Joseph Noble (Soloist) is a senior in Management
Information Systems from Des Moines, lowa. This is his
first musical at ISU, and his first show since his freshman
year of college. He is excited to move on into the real

| world after graduating in May and is hoping to pursue
music and theatre in some fashion alongside his future
career.

Elias Perez (Soloist) is a sophomore student from lowa
City, who is transfer student from Luther College
studying Culinary Food Science & Vocal Performance.
Elias is thrilled to be a part of their first production with
the lowa State Theater Department. Elias would like to
thank the entire cast and crew for being so welcoming as
well as their voice teacher who encouraged Elias to

audition for this show. Elias would also like to thank their family for always
supporting their artistic endeavors!

Morgan Reetz (Soloist) is a sophomore from Slater,
lowa, majoring in Performing Arts and Spanish at lowa
State. She has performed with Story Theater Company
from age 11 to 18, has performed with DMYAT in high
school, recently performed with ACTORS, and has
performed with ISU Theatre for the past 3 years. Morgan
is very excited to be on stage again for her first musical
since this crazy year started!

Kathryn Ripley (Soloist) is a junior at lowa State
majoring in Performing Arts with an emphasis in Acting
and Directing and Musical Theatre from Chippewa Falls,
Wisconsin. You might have seen her in ISU Theatre's
Orpheus in the Underworld or Climate Change Theatre
Action: Lighting the Way or seen her as the assistant
stage manager of Sense and Sensibility. She also was
Roz Keith in ISU's 9 to 5 last year. Kathryn is excited to be working with an
amazing and talented cast and crew and to be exploring and sharing our
version of a new world with everyone.

Jennifer Rodgers (Assistant Musical Director) is a
lecturer in choral music at lowa State University where
she directs the Cantamus and Lyrica ensembles. With a
bachelor’s and master’s degree in performance, Dr.
Rodgers is a voice pedagogue dedicated to work in the
choral setting. While completing her DMA in Choral
Conducting from the University of Washington, she
served as the voice instructor and program coordinator for musical theater
majors. Her own performances span from opera and concert work to
theater and commercial/contemporary styles. Prior to her appointment at
ISU and her doctoral work in Seattle, Dr. Rodgers was a freelance
conductor, voice teacher, and performer in the Washington, DC area. She
founded a non-profit theater company that forges relationships between
educational and community service organizations and has used her love
of creative programming and social change to re-envision two large
community choruses as their Artistic Director.



Nicolas Ronkar (Soloist) is a senior in Kinesiology (Pre-
Medicine) & this is his fifth show at lowa State University.
His previous roles include Judas in Godspell, George
Washington in Chasing George Washington, and John
Styx in Orpheus in the Underworld. Nicolas is thrilled to
perform his final show at lowa State University on the
Fisher Theater Stage! He would like to thank his vocal
teacher, Chad Sonka, & his beloved director, Brad Dell, for promoting his
growth as a singer, an actor, and an individual. Even though he is
graduating this spring, his passion for lowa State's Theatre Department
will never fade.

Kelly Marie Schaefer (Costume Designer) is an
Associate Professor of Teaching at lowa State University
specializing in Costume Design. Kelly designs costumes
and makeup for ISU productions, teaches courses in
Costume Design, Costume Technology, Makeup Design
. and Theatre and Society and mentors student designers.
M.\ Some of her favorite ISU credits include: Godspell,
Iphlgenla The Tempest, The Importance of Being Earnest, The Secret
Garden, Les Miserables, Into the Woods, and Arabian Nights. Kelly has
also designed costumes for Repertory Theater of lowa (King Lear, Much
Ado about Nothing, Our Town, Sense and Sensibility) as well as Stage
West Theater Company (Hedwig and the Angry Inch, In the Next Room or
The Vibrator Play). Kelly also works with lowa Stage Theatre Company in
Des Moines and has designed the costumes for A Christmas

Carol (2017&2018) and performed the roles of Sarah in Company and A
Witch in Macbeth. She was also recently elected Chair of the Design,
Technology and Management section of Region 5 of the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival. Prior to moving to lowa she had the
pleasure of working in the shops of The Metropolitan Opera in New York
City, Chicago Shakespeare Theatre and The Steppenwolf Theatre
Company in Chicago as well as Shakespeare & Co in Lenox MA. She
holds an MFA in Theatre from Western lllinois University with a double
emphasis in Acting and Costume Design. Some of her acting credits
include: Diana Goodman in Next to Normal, Margaret White in Carrie the
Musical and Helen in Fat Pig with StageWest; Dottie Ottley in Noises Off,
Antonio in The Tempest both at ISU. But her favorite role was playing the
Gypsy Acid Queen in The Who’s TOMMY at WIU in 1999.

Rob Sunderman (Scenic Designer) has been the
Resident Scenic Designer/Scenographer/Scenic Artist
and Associate Professor of Theatre Design at lowa State
N University for the past 20 years. He graduated from the

U University of lowa with a BFA and MFA in Fine Art. He

u has designed/painted over 280 shows during his
theatre/TV career and has been in over 200 fine art

exhibits. Rob has received lowa Film awards, National Broadcasting
Designers awards, and Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival awards for his scenic designs and many fine art awards. This year
he is artistic director for the background drops for ISU Theatre’s production
of Our Community Carol and mentoring student Scenic Designers. Rob
also has been exhibiting fine artwork nationally and regionally dealing with
renewal, pandemic issues, fleeting moments, and human intervention of
natural cycles in a variety of mediums.

Valerie Williams (Choreographer) started working in
musical theater at age twelve and hasn’t stopped since.
Performing as a featured dancer in shows produced by
both amateur and professional theatres, she toured
throughout the Midwest, dancing, singing, and acting in
shows such as Godspell and Company. She became a
choreographer and has since made dances for over
eighty shows for professional theatre, opera, community theatre, and high
schools. Making the move to modern dance, she co-founded Co’Motion
Dance Theater in 1978 as a professional modern dance company, and
with that company and the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company she
has toured throughout North America, Europe, and New Zealand. This
season she is making dances for Co’Motion Dance Theater and Women in
Motion.

Morgan Wolfe (Soloist) is a sophomore from Johnson,
lowa, majoring in Performing Arts and Public Relations
at ISU. She has been a part of many productions at
lowa State including Chasing George Washington: A
White House Adventure, the, 9 to 5: The Musical, and
performed, wrote, and directed her own show in On the
C Horizon 10 Minute Play Festival. Her favorite roles
durlng her time in theatre have been Eponine in Les Miserables and
Doralee in 9 to 5. Morgan plans to move to Chicago after graduation to
begin her career.




